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He was the inventor of this new method of building by casting of ground into
streets and small houses and to augment their number with as little front as
possible and selling the ground to workmen by so much per foot front, and
what he could not sell build himself. This has made ground rents high for the
sake of mortgaging, and others, following his steps, have refined and im-
proved upon it, and made a superfoetation of houses round London.
Much of Barbone's building was well planned and carried out. He
developed the Essex and Buckingham estates in the Strand, built the
much-admired Six Clerks Office in New Square, Lincoln's Inn, rebuilt
part of the Temple and built on Soho and Red Lion Fields. But he
deliberately over-traded his stock, could not pay his bricklayers and
forced his creditors to take houses instead of money and died in debt.46
It was a commonplace in the eighteenth century that those who em-
barked on large building schemes often ruined themselves. The building
of the Adelphi by the Adams brothers was a financial failure.
The frequent wars increased the risk of building undertakings. Each
war is said to have checked building operations in London; builders*
labourers joined the army or navy and materials became dearer, while
peace brought a renewed outburst of building.47 During the latter part
of the American War it was said that the speculative builders were for
the most part ruined and that 'the road over St George's Fields to the
obelisk presented for years a melancholy sight of half-finished shells of
houses .. . crumbling to ruin... .'4S After the war building went on
apace. The Foundling Hospital began to develop its estate after 1789,
Sloane Street, Sloane Square and the adjacent streets were laid out by
Lord Cadogan and others. Somers Town began to be built in 1786,
Camden Town in 1791, but with the outbreak of war in 1793 there was
another check.49
As Somers Town, though starling as a middle-class settlement,
rapidly developed into a slum, the early stages of its growth are of
interest. These have been described by Malcolm the topographer.50 It
was planned as a pentagon with a number of streets by Mr Jacob
Leroux, the principal leaseholder under Lord Somers. A chapel was
opened, and 'everything seemed to proceed prosperously when some
unforeseen cause occurred which checked the fervour of building and
many carcasses of houses were sold for less than the cost of the mater-
ials*. However, an influx of French refugees restored a measure of